
BIRDSONGtakeson a wholenew
meaning at theBarbicanfromthisweek

,

asFrenchcontemporaryartistCeleste
Boursier-Mougenotunveilsthelatest
commission forTheCurve.

Takingtheform of a walk-through
aviaryinhabitedby40zebrafinches

,

Celestehasconstructed a landscapefor
thebirdsusingbassguitarsandGibson
LesPaulelectricguitarsasperchesand

Finchestweetthebirdiesong
cymbalsasfeederscontainingwaterand
seeds.

Asthebirdsgoabouttheirdaily
business

, theysettleontheinstruments
inadvertentlypluckingstringsand
peckingcymbals to createone-offchance

compositions ,

withthesoundsamplified
to

resonatethroughoutthegallery.
Celestetrainedas a

musicianandbegan
hiscareerasthecomposer of

thePascal

RambertTheatreCompany .
Sincemoving

intoarthehasregularlyusedmusic in
his

work . In 2001heusedsurveillance
cameras to

create a soundpiecebasedon
NewYorkstreetlifecalledVideodrones

,

whileHarmonichaos
,

2000-06
,

features13
vacuumcleaners.

" TheinstallationwillnmuntilSunday,

May23 . Details : 08451207550 or

www.barbican.org.uk / artgallery

Twobirdsplayinganelectricguitar
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