
Fromhere
to ear

Theirsonginspired legendary composers such
asMessiaenandnow it seemsthatourfeathered
friendsarecausingwaves in thecontemporary
musicworld

,

too.
A newinstallationthatwillbeshown

at

TheCurve
in theBarbicanArtGallery ,

London
,

features40zebra finches living in anaviaryfilled
withbassguitarsasperchesandcymbalsas

feeders . Asthebirdssettleonthe instruments
,

strumming thestringsandpeckingthe
percussion ,

a purelyaleatoricwork is createdand
amplified to resonate throughoutthegallery.

Thepiece is thebrainchild of Frenchartist
CelesteBoursier-Mougenot ,

a composer who
usesmulti-mediaplatforms to bringboth
everydayandunusualsoundstogether ,

aswellas
juxtaposingvisualandaudioeffects .

In
his2001

work
,

Videodrones
, Boursier-Mougenotused

surveillancecameras to create a soundscape
basedonNewYorkstreetlife

,

andHarmonichaos
,

createdduring2000-06
,

is
aninstallation of 13

vacuumcleanerswithharmonicasattached to

eachsuctionnozzle .
Thisnewanduntitledproject

seesthebird '

s performancesetagainstvideo
footage of humanhandsplayingtheguitars ,

with
a hummingdroneproducedbytheamplification
of thevideosignal.

CelesteBoursier-Mougenot' s latestwork is on
showfrom27February - 23May at TheCurve in

theBarbicanArtGallery. Admission is free
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