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Xippas Arte Contemporáneo is very pleased to announce Janaina Tschäpe´s first solo exhibition in 
Montevideo. For her first visit in Uruguay, the german brazilian artist presents a selection of 16 recent 
works, including watercolor, fotography, video and sculpture.  
 

Fern Weh, Janaina Tschäpe very last video produced at the Galápagos’ islands, commissioned by 
Thyssen Bornemisza Art Contemporary, has been inspiring her recent works and consequently named 
the present exhibition.  
 

…Fern Weh surrounds the idea of an island and how our imagination interprets our 
perception of an island.  The design of an island promotes the feeling of isolation, an 
urgency to escape and the desire to explore… 
 

Taking the female body for her muse, Janaina Tschäpe explores themes of the body and landscape, sex, 
death, renewal and transformation in paintings, drawings, photographs and video installations. To 
experience Tschäpe's work is to swim through universes of polymorphous landscapes amongst embryonic 
forms, ambiguous characters and exotic botanical life. She seeks to give form to the trance of art making, 
portraying not a dream world, but the sensation of being in one. 
 
Her use of organic lines and ethereal forms in her paintings create a network of relationships, linking the 
process of artistic practice to lifecycles found in nature. In Brazil, nature is overwhelming. Everything is 
growing on top of something else - there is always a plant breaking through a wall or a tree shooting out 
of the ground. When she returns to the city, she paints with these memories. Her paintings exist in a state 
of their own becoming. They are systems of palimpsests; each brushstroke, a materially emphatic note, 
partially occludes a previous mark. In this way, forms are built and colors orchestrated through layers of 
accumulation. Their physically sensuous surfaces give way to topologies of finely calibrated hues. They 
create the sensation of being under water or wrapped up in diaphanous cloaks. 
 
Janaina Tschäpe was born on 1973 in Munich, Germany and was raised in Sao Paolo, Brazil.  
Tschäpe lives and works in New York and Rio de Janeiro. 
 
Recent projects include Cidade Matarazzo, San Pablo, Brasil, Xippas Art Contemporain, Genève, Centro de Arte Hélio 
Oiticica, Rio de Janeiro, Manel De Santaren Collection-MAMbo, Villa delle Rose, Frist Center for the Visual Arts, 
Winnipeg Art Gallery, Contemporary Art Museum of Soracoba, Museum of Contemporary Art, University of São 
Paulo, Rubin Museum of Art, New York, Tramway Contemporary Arts  Centre, Kreemart at Haunch of Vension Gallery, 
New Perspectives, New York, Tokyo Wonder Site, Tokyo, Destricted at Galpao Fortes Vilaca, Deutsche Guggenheim 
Museum, LiShui Museum of Photography, China, Kunsthal Kade, Netherlands, Cultural Centro Banco do Brasil, 
museum of Fine Arts Boston, Ikono On Air Festival, Center of Visual Art, Metropolitan State University of Denver, 
Fabrica ASA, Guimaraes, Portugal, Museu de Arte Moderna, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and Museum of Contemporary Art 
Rome. 
 
Janaina Tschäpe is held in the collections of the National Gallery of Art, Washington D.C., Harvard Art Museum, 
Boston, Centre Pompidou, Paris, France, Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York, Museo Reina Sofia, Madrid, 
Spain, 21st Century Museum of Contemporary of Art, Japan, Coleção Gilberto Chateaubriand, MAM Museu de Arte 
Moderna do Rio de  Janeiro, Brazil, Images au Centre Collection, France, Moderna Museet, Sweden, Stedelijk 
Museum voor actuele kunst, Belgium, Thyssen-Bornemisza Art Contemporary, Austria, USF Contemporary Art 
Museum, Tampa, Florida and the Mint Museum of Art, Charlotte, North Carolina.   
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