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Panos Kokkinias’ photographs are the result of two distinct traditions : on the one hand, a 

meticulous recording of objects and places taken from everyday life – people, objects and 

spaces - as a type of quest for identity ; on the other, a narrative of the strange through 

unexpected stories exploring such subjects as sexuality or fear of death. His work 

appears in this way, as a genre issued from another world. 

 

Familiar shapes and spaces are used as realist backgrounds for his narratives. The 

camera becomes an observer of the invisible : transcribing the hidden possibilities in all 

things, as if past and future events were inscribed in spaces and people. Panos Kokkinias’ 

exploitation of the photographic technique contributes to this distorsion of reality, 

precisely because it reproduces it with precision : obsessionnal attention to detail, density 

of colour and net contours are the necessary means for stimulation of the spectator’s 

imagination.  

In Panos Kokkinias’s work the distance between the photogapher and his subject, as well 

as the particular treatment given to light strengthen our belief that we are confronted with 

a projection of a mystical nature. Familiarity is transformed into a strange and unknown 

location : a place where imaginary stories could at any time become reality. 

 

For his second solo exhibition at the gallery Xippas, Panos Kokkinias presents a collection 

of eight large format photographs. Each image represents a central caracter, generally 

alone, placed in the center of a deserted and artificially lit public space: a tunnel, a metro 

station, a hotel corridor, a restaurant, etc. The settings awaken an element of 

discomfort within the spectator ; an apparently trivial scene generates a sense of threat, 

that of an event on the verge of outbreak. 

 

 

Panos Kokkinias was born in 1965 in Athens, Greece. He lives and works in Athens. He 

studied at the New York School of Visual Arts and obtained a masters degree in 

photography from Yale University School of Art. He was taught by Gregory Crewdson and 

Philip-Lorce diCorcia. 

 

 

 



 

 


