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Valérie Jouve’s work has developed around two (parallel) entities:  human beings and 
landscapes, and in more general terms, around the City and its periphery.  Each image is 
constructed around the notion of encounters of bodies, be they human, architectural or 
environmental.  Thus, when Valérie Jouve photographs personages, if the image is the 
pretext for an encounter with someone, it is in fact the encounter that becomes the pretext 
for the image.  The photograph is just a surface, but it becomes a way of relaying a certain 
measure of empathy.  The force of bodies and the very strong presence of certain people 
invest the image and its space. 
 
For Valérie Jouve does not approach the medium of photography in order to show, but rather 
to express a feeling and to motivate an intuitive reaction from the viewer.  Every image 
retains its autonomy, and yet the sequencing allows the works to fully unfurl:  Valérie Jouve 
evokes a very specific scheme to hang the works by virtue of how they communicate with 
one another.  Valérie Jouve’s photographs overflow their boundaries; they explore the figure 
itself represented, but also a deeper philosophical affinity between bodies and their 
surroundings, and how bodies create or affect these places. 

 
For her second solo show at the Xippas Gallery, Valérie Jouve will exhibit several sets of new 
photographs that create a relationship between persons and architecture, namely walls. 
Several of these new images were recent commissions, such as those for the Scène 
Nationale/Théâtre2Gennevilliers,  or for Richard Serra/Monumenta 08 at the Grand Palais in 
Paris.  These images in particular question the relationship between surface and mass.  The 
personages (players) are also spectators; the bodies seen sometimes only from behind, 
project their vision into the photographic field, thus announcing their presence in and through 
the image.  They invite us to look at what they see, they draw us into their own profound 
landscape, that they themselves are impregnated with yet occult to us just as it is offered.  
The photographs enter into a dialog with images of larger format that represent walls in 
Paris.  These photographic installations assemble quasi-abstract surfaces that divulge the 
identity of a city with all the traces of its perpetual mutations. 
 
This exhibition precedes the publication of a monograph on Valérie Jouve’s work, that will be 
published by Steidl in autumn, 2009.  
 
Valérie Jouve was born in Saint Etienne, France, in 1964.  She lives and works in Paris.  Since her first 
exhibition in 1995 at the MAC in Marseille, she has been included in many exhibitions in Europe and the 
United States.  In 2007, at the invitation of the Skulptur Projekte 07, she made her third film, “Münster 
lands,” in Munster, Germany.   In 2005, Valérie Jouve had a solo show at the Sprengel Museum of 
Hanovre, Germany, preceded in 2003 by a solo show at the IAC of Villeurbanne,and in 2002 by a solo 
show at the Winterthur Museum in Switzerland. Anne de Villepoix Gallery, Paris, gave her three solo 
shows in 1996, 1999 and 2003, and the Shoshana Wayne Gallery in Santa Monica exhibited Valérie 
Jouve in a solo show in 2000.  Grand Littoral has been exhibited at numerous shows including at the 
MOMA in New York in 2004, and won the prize of the International Documentary Film Festival of 
Marseilles, France. Her works are included in important private and public collections including: 
MAC/VAL, Vitry sur Seine, France ; National Museum of Modern Art, Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris ; 
Museum Folkwang, Essen, Germany ; NSM Vie / ABN-AMRO Foundation ; Stedeljikmuseum, 
Amsterdam, Holland; Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, USA 

 


